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2020 Conquer Cancer Grant Recipients 
 
 
Research Professorship in Breast Cancer Health Disparities 
 
Jeffrey Weitzel, MD, City of Hope 
 
This grant was generously supported by Breast Cancer Research Foundation®.  
 
 
Advanced Clinical Research Award in Breast Cancer 
 
David W. Cescon, MD, PhD, Princess Margaret Cancer Centre 
 

This grant was generously supported by Breast Cancer Research Foundation®.  

 
 

Gateway for Cancer Research Discovery Grant in Immunotherapy Research  

 

David C. Linehan, MD, University of Rochester Medical Center 

 

This grant is funded and administered by Gateway for Cancer Research.  

 

 
Career Development Awards 
 
Sahaja Acharya, MD, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
Sanjay Aneja, MD, Yale University 
Stephen J. Bagley, MD, MSCE, University of Pennsylvania 
Kalyan Banda, MD, University of Washington 
Michael L. Cheng, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Albert Grinshpun, MD, MSc, Hadassah Medical Center 
Amanda R. Kirane, MD, UC Davis Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Xiuning Le, MD PhD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Michael V. Ortiz, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Laura A. Petrillo, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital 
Patrick G. Pilié, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
David S. Shulman, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Min Yuen Teo, MD, MRCP, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Neelima Vidula, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital 
Adrienne G. Waks, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
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These grants were generously supported Anonymous, AbbVie, Inc., AstraZeneca, Breast Cancer Research 

Foundation®, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Fleur E. Fairman, Genentech BioOncology™, The Hayden Family 

Foundation, Israel Cancer Research Fund, Matania and Daniella Kochavi, Lilly, Aaron and Barbro Sasson, 

Walther Cancer Foundation, Generous Supporters of the Women Who Conquer Cancer, and The WWWW 

Foundation Inc. (QuadW) and The QuadW Fund of Communities Foundation of Texas.   

 

Young Investigator Awards 
 
Zaid H. Abdel Rahman, MD, Mayo Clinic, Florida 
Jithma Prasad Abeykoon, MD, Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
Daniel L. Abravanel, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Ana R. Acuna-Villaorduna, MD, Montefiore Medical Center 
Laura Agresta, MD, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center 
Ash B. Alpert, MD, MFA, University of Rochester, Wilmot Cancer Center 
Alexander Y. Andreev-Drakhlin, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Daniel V. Araujo, MD, Princess Margaret Cancer Centre 
Viswatej Avutu, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Brian J. Ball, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Rahul Banerjee, MD, University of California San Francisco 
Neel S. Bhatt, MBBS, MPH, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
Joshua Brandstadter, MD, PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
Bharat Burman, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Edmond M. Chan, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Katharine A. Collier, MD, MS, The Ohio State University 
Susan E. De Wolf, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Benjamin T. Diamond, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Joshua Z. Drago, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Shekinah N. C. Elmore, MD, MPH, Brigham and Women's Hospital 
Lawson Eng, MD, FRCPC, University Health Network 
Harry E. Fuentes, MD, MS, Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
Dylan Graetz, MD MPH, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, Inc.  
Arjun Gupta, MD, Johns Hopkins University 
Walter G. Hanel MD, PhD, The Ohio State University 
Jason T. Henry, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
J. Bryan Iorgulescu, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Christopher Dennis Jakubowski, MD, Johns Hopkins University 
Lionel Aurelien Kankeu Fonkoua, MD, Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
Bridget Keenan, MD, PhD, University of California San Francisco 
Shaheer A. Khan, DO, Columbia University Medical Center 
Jeremy D. Kratz, MD, University of Wisconsin 
Xingzhe Dillon Li, MD, MPH, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Jia Luo, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Abhishek Maiti, MBBS, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Poorni M. Manohar, MD, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
Christopher R. Manz, MD, University of Pennsylvania 
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Deborah C. Marshall, MD, MAS, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Cristina M. Merkhofer, MD, MHS, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
Dimitrios Mathios, MD, Johns Hopkins University 

Oriana Miltiadous, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Christina A. Minami, MD, MS, Brigham and Women's Hospital 
Everett J. Moding, MD, PhD, Stanford University 
Chemtai Mungo, MD, MPJH, University of California, San Francisco 
Yonina R. Murciano-Goroff, MSc, DPhil, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Joseph C. Murray, MD, PhD, Johns Hopkins University 
Erica Nakajima, MD, Johns Hopkins University** 
Abdul Rafeh Naqash, MD, National Cancer Institute* 
Jones T. Nauseef, MD PhD, Weill Medical College of Cornell University 
Mariam T. Nawas, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Alana Nguyen, MD, PhD, Columbia University Medical Center 
Juan C. Osorio, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Erin Parry MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Karlo Perica, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Lisa Prior, MB BCh BAO, MRCPI, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
Hind Rafei, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Sunil Rangarajan, MD, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Biagio Ricciuti, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Daniel R. Richardson, MD, MA, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
April Rose, MD, PhD, University Health Network 
Ezra Rosen, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Mariya Rozenblit, MD, Yale University 
Michael Schieber MD, PhD, Northwestern University 
Ramy Sedhom, MD, Johns Hopkins University 
William Shomali, MD, Stanford University 
Michael A. Spinner, MD, Stanford University 
Maximilian Stahl, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Lisa J. Sudmeier, MD, PhD, Emory University 
Mallory R. Taylor, MD, Seattle Children's Hospital dba Seattle Children's Research Institute 
Alok K. Tewari, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
James Torchia, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Rahul S. Vedula, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Abi Vijenthira, MD, FRCPC, University Health Network 
Natalie I. Vokes, MD, MPhil, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Timothy J. Voorhees, MD, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Adam J. Widman, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Jeffrey L. Wong, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Wenxin (Vincent) Xu, MD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Jimmy L. Zhao, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Zhen Ni Zhou, MD, PhD, Weill Cornell Medical College 
Mojun Zhu, MD, Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
 
As of April 16, 2020, reflects institutions at the time of award. 
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*Peer-reviewed and determined as fundable but not funded by Conquer Cancer, To Be Funded by the National Cancer Institute.  

**Peer-reviewed and determined as fundable but not funded by Conquer Cancer.  

 

These grants were generously supported by Anonymous, AbbVie, Inc., American Association for Cancer 

Research, American Society of Clinical Oncology, ASCO State Affiliate Council and ASCO Clinical Practice 

Committee, Association of Northern California Oncologists, AstraZeneca, Charles M. Baum, MD, PhD, 

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Nina Lesavoy Brady, Breast Cancer Research Foundation®, 

Bristol-Myers Squibb, Howard A. Burris, III, MD and Karen Y. Burris, Celgene Corporation, Choose Chicago, Mr. 

and Mrs. Charles and Trisha Elcan, Florida Society of Clinical Oncology, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Frist, Jr., 

Gateway for Cancer Research, Genentech BioOncology™, GO2 Foundation for Lung Cancer, Helen L. Kay 

Charitable Trust, Hearst Foundations, HELSINN, Friends and Family of Dr. Arti Hurria, Janssen Oncology, 

Journal of Clinical Oncology, Judith Salmon Kaur, MD, Leap Therapeutics, Inc., The John and Elizabeth Leonard 

Family Foundation, Lilly, ME STRONG, Merck & Co., Inc., Georgia and Michael Michelson, Victoria H. 

Montgomery, Nebraska Oncology Society, Northern New England Clinical Oncology Society, Novartis 

Oncology, Greg Parekh/ New Rhein Healthcare, LLC, Pharmacyclics LLC, an AbbVie Company and Janssen 

Biotech, Inc, Puma Biotechnology, Inc., The Norman & Ruth Rales Foundation, Thomas G. Roberts, Jr., MD, 

FASCO and Susan M. DaSilva, PhD, Sapiente Family Foundation, Sarah Cannon Research Institute, Sarcoma 

Foundation of America, Aaron and Barbro Sasson, Shanken Family Foundation, Stephen A. Sherwin, MD, The 

Sontag Foundation, Strike 3 Foundation, Swim Across America, Tennessee Oncology, Texas Society of Clinical 

Oncology, Tomasello Family, Wawa Foundation, Generous Supporters of the Women Who Conquer Cancer, 

and Women Leaders in Oncology LLC. 

 

Global Oncology Young Investigator Awards 
 
Raymond Mailhot Vega, MD, MPH, University of Florida Board of Trustees 
Haydee Verduzco-Aguirre, MD, Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Medicas y Nutricion Salvador Zubiran 
Horia Vulpe, MD, CM, Columbia University Medical Center 
Rebecca J. DeBoer, MD, MA, University of California, San Francisco 
Bishal Gyawali, MD, PhD, Queen's University 
 
These grants were generously supported by American Society of Clinical Oncology, Bristol-Myers Squibb, and 

Choose Chicago. 

 


