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2021 Conquer Cancer Grant Recipients 

Breast Cancer Research Foundation® Advanced Clinical Research Award for Diversity and 
Inclusion  

Marjory Charlot, MD, MPH, MSc, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

This grant was generously supported by the Breast Cancer Research Foundation®.  

Bristol Myers Squibb Advanced Clinical Research Award in Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor 
Therapy  

Brent Hanks, MD, PhD, Duke University  

This grant was generously supported by Bristol Myers Squibb.   

Career Development Awards  

David Aggen, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Pamela Allen, MD, MSc, Emory University**  

Elysia Alvarez, MD, MPH, University of California, Davis  

Stephanie Dixon, MPH, MD, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital  

Deborah Doroshow, MD, PhD, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai**  

Robert Eil, MD, Oregon Health & Science University**  

Temidayo Fadelu, MD, MPH, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Neha Goel, MD, University of Miami  

Shuchi Gulati, MD, MS, University of Cincinnati  

Julian Hong, MD, MS, University of California, San Francisco   

Alexander Melamed, MD, MPH, Columbia University Medical Center  

Arsen Osipov, MD, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center**  
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Rushad Patell, MBBS, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center  

Emily Ray, MD, MPH, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Sonya Reid, MPH, MD, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  

Vassiliki Saloura, MD, National Cancer Institute*  

Alison Schram, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Angela Steineck, MD, MS, Seattle Children's Hospital  

Yucai Wang, MD, PhD, Mayo Clinic  

Mark Yarchoan, MD, Johns Hopkins University  

Neeha Zaidi, MD, Johns Hopkins University  

*Peer-reviewed and determined as fundable but not funded by Conquer Cancer.  

**Co-funded by the institution.  

These grants were generously supported by AbbVie, Inc., AstraZeneca, Edith C. Blum 
Foundation, Inc., Breast Cancer Research Foundation®, Stephen A. Cannistra, MD, Marc L. 
Citron, MD, Cohen Family Charitable Fund, Conquer Cancer Research Fund, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc., 
Genentech BioOncology™, Brandon C. Gromada Head & Neck Cancer Foundation, Israel Cancer 
Research Fund, Eugene and Janet Lerner Family Foundation, Lilly, Mission Endowment of 
Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO Foundation, The Phase Foundation, and Generous Supporters of the 
Women Who Conquer Cancer.  

Young Investigator Awards  

Hussein A. Abbas, MD, PhD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Salvador Alonso Martinez, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Sylvan Baca MD PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Erin Bange, MD, University of Pennsylvania  

Lauren Banks, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  
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Shahla Bari, MD, University of South Florida  

Esther Berko, MD PhD, The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia  

Moritz Binder, MD, MPH, Mayo Clinic  

Grace Blitzer, MD, University of Wisconsin - Madison  

Kelly Burke, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Kevin Campbell, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Joseph Minhow Chan, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Noura Choudhury, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Ivan de Kouchkovsky, MD, University of California, San Francisco  

Aakash Desai, MD, MPH, Mayo Clinic  

Caroline Diorio, FAAP, FRCPC, MD, The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia  

Sarah Fenton, MD, PhD, Northwestern University  

Danielle File, MD, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Michael B. Foote, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

William Freed-Pastor, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Zachary Frosch, MD, University of Pennsylvania  

Riaz Gillani, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Olsi Gjyshi, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Jack Gleeson, MBBCh, MRCPI, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Benjamin Goldenson, MD, PhD, University of California, San Diego  

Anurekha Gollapudi, MD, Seattle Children's Hospital d/b/a Seattle Children's Research Institute  



 
 

     
As of May 27, 2021, reflects recipient institution at the time of the award  4 
 

Luis Nicolas Gonzalez Castro, MD, PhD, Brigham and Women's Hospital  

Laura Graham, MD, University of Washington  

Michael Grant, MD, Yale University  

Patrick T. Grogan, MD, PhD, University of Wisconsin - Madison  

Brendan Guercio, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Andrew Hahn, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Paul Hampel, MD, Mayo Clinic  

Elshad Hasanov, MD, PhD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Whitney Hensing, MD, MSc, Washington University in St. Louis  

Miriam Jacobs, MD, Washington University in St. Louis  

Christopher Jensen, MD, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Ramon Jin, MD, PhD, BS, Washington University in St. Louis  

Patrick Johnson, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital  

Sindhuja Kadambi, MA, MD, University of Rochester  

Marcella Kaddoura, MD, Mayo Clinic  

Swetha Kambhampati, MD, University of California, San Francisco  

Theodoros Karantanos, MD, PhD, Johns Hopkins University  

Ivan Kotchetkov, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Daniel Kwon, MD, University of California, San Francisco  

Curtis Lachowiez, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Jessica Lake, MD, MPH, University of Colorado Denver  
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Kelsey S. Lau-Min, MD, University of Pennsylvania  

Elizabeth K. Lee, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Mark Leick, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital  

Andrew Lenis, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Harshraj Leuva, MBBS, SUNY Downstate Health Sciences Center  

Jennifer Lewis, MD, MPH, MS, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  

Benjamin Y. Lu, MD, Yale University  

Barbara Ma, MD, MS, Weill Cornell Medical College  

Ainhoa Madariaga, MD, University Health Network  

Rohan Maniar, MD, Columbia University Medical Center  

Julia E. McGuinness, MD, Columbia University Medical Center  

Patrizia Mondello, MD, PhD, MSc, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Jennifer Morgan, MD, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Christopher Nabel, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital  

Long V. Nguyen, MD, PhD, FRCPC, University of Cambridge  

David Noyd, MD, MPH, FAAP, Duke University  

Sara Nunnery, MD, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  

Sandip Patel, MBBS, The Ohio State University  

Zachary D. Prudowsky, MD, FAAP, Baylor College of Medicine  

Yoanna Pumpalova, MD, Columbia University  

Praful Ravi, MBBChir, MRCP, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  
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Anton Safonov, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Antoine Saliba, MD, Mayo Clinic  

Ilana Schlam, MD, Georgetown University  

Joe Schroers-Martin, MD, Stanford University  

Diana D. Shi, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  

Rebecca Shulman, MD, Fox Chase Cancer Center  

Aaron Simon, MD, PhD, University of California, San Diego  

Demetria Smith-Graziani, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Anson Snow, MD, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Quaovi H. Sodji, MD, Stanford University  

Aaron Stonestrom, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Shervin Tabrizi, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital  

Nobuyuki Takahashi, MD, PhD, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health*  

Hong Truong, MD, MS, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Erica Tsang, MD, MPH, FRCPC, BC Cancer  

Andreas Varkaris, MD, PhD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center  

Paul V. Viscuse, MD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Evan Walker, MD, University of California, San Francisco  

Kipp Weiskopf, MD, PhD, Whitehead Institute  

N. Wijetunga, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Jessica A. Wilcox, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  
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Winston Wong, MD, Columbia University  

Samuel Yamshon, MD, Weill Cornell Medical College  

Kailin Yang, MD, PhD, Cleveland Clinic Foundation  

Daniel X. Yang, MD, Yale University  

Samir Zaidi, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  

Yuanyuan Zhang, MD, PhD, UT Southwestern Medical Center  

Elizabeth Zhang-Velten, MD, PhD, UT Southwestern Medical Center  

*Peer-reviewed and determined as fundable but not funded by Conquer Cancer.  

These grants were generously supported by Anonymous, AbbVie, Inc., AbbVie Oncology, 
American Association for Cancer Research, American Society of Clinical Oncology, ASCO State 
Affiliate Council and ASCO Clinical Practice Committee, Association of Northern California 
Oncologists, AstraZeneca, Board Members of Conquer Cancer, ASCO and CancerLinQ, 
Boehringer Ingelheim International GmbH, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 
Nina Lesavoy Brady, Breast Cancer Research Foundation®, Bristol Myers Squibb, Howard A. 
Burris, III, MD and Karen Y. Burris, Celgene Corporation, Marc L. Citron, MD, Conquer Cancer 
Research Fund, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc., Mr. and Mrs. Charles and Trisha Elcan, Florida Society of 
Clinical Oncology, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Frist, Jr., Gateway for Cancer Research, 
Genentech BioOncology™, HELSINN, Friends, Colleagues, and Family of Joe Hogan, Friends and 
Family of Dr. Arti Hurria, Janssen Oncology, Journal of Clinical Oncology, Judith Salmon Kaur, 
MD, Kyowa Kirin, Inc., LA Kunkel Foundation, The John and Elizabeth Leonard Family 
Foundation, Lobular Breast Cancer Alliance, The Page & Otto Marx, Jr. Foundation, 
Massachusetts Society of Clinical Oncologists, ME STRONG, Merck & Co., Inc., Georgia and 
Michael Michelson, Victoria H. Montgomery, Novartis Oncology, Oncocyte, Greg Parekh/ New 
Rhein Healthcare, LLC, Pfizer Oncology, The Phase Foundation, The Norman & Ruth Rales 
Foundation, Thomas G. Roberts, Jr., MD, FASCO and Susan M. DaSilva, DNP, Colleagues, Friends, 
and Family of Dr. Gladys Rodriguez and Dr. Narjust Duma, Sapiente Family Foundation, Sarah 
Cannon Research Institute, Sarcoma Foundation of America, Aaron and Barbro Sasson, Susan & 
Teresa Schwab Ovarian Cancer Research Foundation, Shanken Family Foundation, Stephen A. 
Sherwin, MD, The Sontag Foundation, Strike 3 Foundation, Texas Society of Clinical 
Oncology, Vaniam Group LLC, The Wawa Foundation, Women Leaders in Oncology LLC, Friends 
and Family of Women Leaders in Pediatric Oncology, Generous Supporters of the Women Who 
Conquer Cancer, and The WWWW Foundation Inc. (QuadW) and The QuadW Fund of 
Communities Foundation of Texas.  
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Global Oncology Young Investigator Awards  

Cristiane Bergerot, PhD, Centro de Câncer de Brasília   

Simon Manga, PhD, Cameroon Baptist Convention Health Services     

Daniel Moreira, MD, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital  

Anya Romanoff, MD, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai   

Pearl Aba Scott, MBChB, University Health Network   

These grants were generously supported by Bristol Myers Squibb and Mission Endowment of 
Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO Foundation.  

Gianni Bonadonna Breast Cancer Research Fellowship  

Jessica M. Pastoriza, MD, Montefiore Medical Center   

This grant was generously supported by GlaxoSmithKline Oncology.  

International Innovation Grants  

Sushma Agrawal, MD, Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences, India  

Atul Batra, MD, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, India   

Ullas Batra, MBBS, MD, DM, Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute and Research Centre, India   

Mani Chandrasekaran, MCh, FRCS, Cancer Research and Relief Trust, India  

Yanin Chavarri Guerra, MD, Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Médicas y Nutrición Salvador Zubirán, 
Mexico  

Raul Erazo, MD, Fundación para la Prevención y Tratamiento del Cáncer, Colombia   

Karla Espinosa-Bautista, MSc, Agrupación Mexicana para el Estudio de la Hematología, Mexico  

Deepa Joseph, MD, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Rishikesh, India   

Rose Ndumia, MBChB, MMed, Aga Khan University, Kenya  
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Usha Poli, MBBS, DNB, Public Health Foundation of India, India   

Omolola Salako, MBBS, College of Medicine, University of Lagos, Nigeria   

Mansoor Saleh, MD, Aga Khan University, Kenya  

Nilanchali Singh, MD, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, India  

 


